
Mississippi Open Burning 

Laws and Requirements 

MDEQ Local Solid Waste  

Enforcement Officers Training 

March 26-27, 2013 

Jackson, MS 



Mississippi Conservation Law 

§ 49-17-29(1)(a) éProhibitionsé. 

Except as in compliance with paragraph (b)é.it is unlawful 

for any person to cause pollution of the air in the state or to 

place or cause to be placed any wastes or other products 

or substances in a location where they are likely to cause 

pollution of the air. It is also unlawful to discharge any 

wastesé.into the air of the state which exceed standards 

of performance, hazardous air pollutant standards, other 

emission standards set by the Commission, or which 

reduce the quality of the air below the air quality standards 

or increments established by the commission or prevent 

attainment or maintenance of those air quality standards. 

Any such action is hereby declared to be a public nuisance. 

 

 



Mississippi Conservation Law 

§ 49-17-29(1)(b). éProhibitionsé. 

 

It is unlawful for any person to build, erect, alter, replace, 

use or operate any equipment which will cause the 

issuance of air contaminants unless that person holds a 

permit from the Permit Board (except repairs or 

maintenance of equipment for which a permit has been 

previously issued), or unless that person is exempted from 

holding a permit by a regulation promulgated by the 

Commission..éé. 



Mississippi Solid Waste Law 

§ 17-17-9. Burning of garbage, etc 

No garbage, or rubbish containing garbage or other 

putrescible materials, or hazardous wastes shall be burned 

except in approved incinerators meeting the necessary 

temperature requirements and air pollution controls as now 

established or may later be established. The open burning 

of rubbish shall be permitted only under controlled 

circumstances where sanitary landfill and landfill is not 

feasible, and not in proximity to sanitary landfill or landfill 

operations where spread of fire to these operations may be 

a hazard in the opinion of the controlling agency. 



Air Emissions Regulations 

Mississippi Air Emission Regulations (APC-S-1) state:  

 The open burning of residential, commercial, 
institutional, or industrial solid waste, is prohibited. This 
prohibition does not apply to infrequent burning of 
agricultural wastes in the field, silvicultural wastes for 
forest management purposes, land-clearing debris, 
debris from emergency clean-up operations, and 
ordnance; and permitted open burning at hazardous 
waste disposal facilities subject to regulation under 
Subtitle C of the Federal Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA).  



Air Emissions Regulations 

Fires set for the burning of agricultural wastes in the field 
and/or silvicultural wastes for forest management purposes 
must meet the following conditions:  
ï (1) A Permit must be obtained from the Mississippi Forestry 

Commission.  

ï (2) The open burning must occur within a time period allowing 
adequate diffusion of air pollutants as defined by the permit and the 
daily weather guides issued by the National Weather Forecast 
Office.  

ï (3) Starter or auxiliary fuels may consist of dried vegetation, 
petroleum derived fuels of the gasoline, kerosene, or light fuel oil 
types (diesel), or a combination thereof. Use of or burning of other 
combustible material that causes excessive visible emission (e.g., 
rubber tires, plastic materials, etc.) is prohibited.  


